
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Return to Learn for Family Faith Formation and Youth Ministry: 

 

As we continue to 

recognize the 

environmental fluidity 

that you along with parish 

leadership are discerning, 

helping us be up to date 

on data will help us serve 

you better: 

 to revise protocols,  

 help discern if there is 

need to temporarily move 

from your primary return to learn plan to your secondary plan,  

 and keep the communication channels open to parents and faith formation volunteers.   

 

The first step is for you, along with other faith formation staff, complete the Return to Learn 

Survey that was sent this week by Sherri Simmer and return it to us no later than Friday, August 

14.   

 

To complete the survey you will need the information that has been supplied throughout the late 

spring and summer.  This was summarized in a memo sent to parish formation leaders and 

priests on July 31.  This memo is attached to the e-mail for this E-Newsletter.   

 

At the heart of our Return to Learn planning is input from parents, your core team of faith 

formation/youth ministry volunteers, parish leadership committees, and your pastor.  The goal is 

to establish a faith-filled environment that is safe and supportive of our children and teen’s 

spiritual, physical, and emotional needs.  By incorporating this input this we will also be helping 

each family and our volunteers with their spiritual, physical, and emotional needs. 

 

Justin White and I have been edified by each parish return to learn consultation.  There is great 

work and collaboration occurring in our communities.  If you have not yet had a chance to have a 
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consultation on your fall return to learn planning, please contact Justin White or me to schedule 

one.   

 

Faith Formation 2.0 ZOOM Meeting #2 – August 6 at 10:00 am with staff from Saints John 

& Paul parish (Fr. Tim Fitzgerald, Jenni Lihs, Paulette Chapman) and Tom Quinlan from 

the Saint Joseph Educational Center: 

 

Here is the link to join the ZOOM meeting scheduled 

for August 6 at 10:00 am: 

 

Topic: A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by 

Jesus Diocese of DSM 8.6.20 
Time: Aug 6, 2020 10:00 AM Central Time (US and 

Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83753697725 

 

Meeting ID: 837 5369 7725 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,83753697725# US (Chicago) 

 

The follow-up ZOOM meeting to further the discussion and exploration of a virtual 

family/intergenerational faith formation in the coming year is scheduled for Thursday, August 6, 

at 10:00 am.  This will be an opportunity to hear additional information about this exciting 

process with time dedicated to answer your questions on the collaborative effort from Ss. John 

and Paul Parish (in Altoona) and the St. Joseph Educational Center. 

 

Don't worry if you did not attend the first session earlier this month.  The recording is available 

to view at this link.  If possible, please watch this video prior to joining to tomorrow’s session at 

10:00 am.  It will be helpful in getting you caught up on this initiative and how it may serve your 

parish in 2020-21. 

 

Revised Directory for Catechesis 

 

As the Catholic Church embarks on the mission of teaching the 

Christian faith, the new Directory for Catechesis (2020) lays the 

how-to guidelines for catechesis and presents universal norms to 

guide pastors and catechists in the work of evangelization. The 

Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization 

presents the Directory to guide the proclamation of the Gospel by 

the Christian faithful to people of all ages and in all seasons of 

life. 

 

The Directory places catechetical instruction and formation of 

catechetical teachers clearly within the realm of evangelization.  
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It offers guidelines to assist in the creation of local directories and catechisms and clarifies the 

importance of catechetical renewal in Christian communities.  The Directory affirms the 

presentation of the Catholic faith articulated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church as a sound 

point of reference for instruction while drawing deeply from Scripture and the writings of recent 

popes, especially Pope Francis’s Evangelii Gaudium. 

 

Over the next year, the Diocese of Des Moines will be offering opportunities for you to 

participate in unpacking the revised Directory.  We will be teaming with the National 

Conference for Catechetical Leadership (NCCL) to provide programming with national leaders 

who are specifically chosen to witness and lead a workshop on certain topics in the revised 

Directory.  To order your copy today follow this link to the USCCB store.   

 

Revised Directory for Catechesis Resources: 
 

NCCL Magnify - Register for Magnify today!  Magnify is a series of 

virtual events over a 4-month span that will introduce participants to the 

new Directory for Catechesis and explore each of the chapters in depth.  

 Magnify begins with a 2-day virtual event September 18th and 

19th. Magnify continues with 1-day virtual events in the months of 

October, November, and December.  

 Registration available for NCCL Members, Non-Members, as well 

as Groups.   

 The Diocese of Des Moines has paid your NCCL Membership fee for 2020.  Contact me 

if you have yet to activate your membership and I will help you.  It will save you $25.00 

on your registration fee for Magnify. 

 

Catechists Guide to the Directory for Catechesis (OSV) $3.95 per copy – 

Join Dr. Joseph White for the official NCCL resource for understanding and 

using the Vatican’s new Directory for Catechesis —available from OSV! 

 The 2020 Directory for Catechesis is the third general catechetical 

directory for the universal Church and the first document of its kind since 

1997, written to apply the Catholic Church’s principles and directives for 

catechesis to the unique situations and circumstances of the modern era. 

 A joint publication of OSV and the National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL), the Catechist’s Guide to the Directory for 

Catechesis introduces catechists to the structure and content of this new and important 

document.  Written in accessible language for anyone who teaches the Catholic Faith to 

others, this brief, magazine-style guide provides an overview of the organization of the 

directory, key quotes from the document, and discussion of the major themes and how 

they relate to catechesis today. 

 Complete with reflection questions and practical suggestions to help catechists apply it to 

their ministry, the Catechist’s Guide to the Directory for Catechesis is the perfect way 

to help both new and seasoned catechists and religious educators get started with the new 

directory. 
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Highlights & Summaries for Catechists and Pastoral Leaders – the Revised 

Directory for Catechesis (Twenty-Third Publications) $9.95 per copy until 

August 17 and then the cost increases to $12.95 per copy 

 Join our very own Deacon Matt Halbach, Ph.D. as he presents a user-

friendly overview of the Catholic Church’s new Directory for Catechesis with 

this easy-to-read guide that makes the Directory accessible, relevant and 

meaningful to those involved in catechetical ministry.  Perfect for both new and 

seasoned catechists, this reference is the ideal resource that belongs in the hands 

of everyone involved in catechetical ministry and religious education: catechists, pastors, 

Parish Catechetical Leaders, Catholic school teachers, principals, and diocesan leaders. 

 This guide presents the official document in an easy-to-follow format by: 

  

•  Summarizing each of the new Directory’s main parts 

•  Highlighting new points and directions for the Church’s mission of catechesis 

•  Invites catechists and catechetical leaders to deepen their    

o understanding and appreciation of catechesis and its connection   

o with evangelization and mission 

• Providing reflection and prayer for each section 

• Offering a user-friendly glossary of terms for quick reference 

  

Save the Date August 25 – Our Fall Virtual Parish Formation Kick-off Morning ZOOM 

Session scheduled at 9:30 am: 

 

Stay tuned for more information as we kick-off our fall 

professional development sessions virtually.  There will be 

an opportunity for your own personal formation, prayer, and 

a discussion around return to learn for children and teens, as 

well as small group formation in RCIA and adult faith 

formation.   

 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Parish Faith Formation Leadership Meeting (CLADD) 

Time: Aug 25, 2020 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81636645711?pwd=VzdyQjJ4cmxrd0YxOVgwbG1ZaGVDUT09  

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: fgnvc4 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: 576270 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 
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